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THE PROBLEM

The Problem

A for 5 history reaches, Lake Mifle Lacs in central Minnasota has been described as a "walleye factory”, Sport anglers, in
unprecedented numbers, have flocked to the vast waters of Lake Milia Lacs for over 8 century to find, catch and 2at the
crown jawel of all frashwater fish...the walleye, Lake Mille Lacs walleyes have been second to hang ameng sport anglers
anywhegre on the North American contlient.

Entering the new ifEnniun, that Lake Mill Lacs history started to chiange in 1396, Federal coufts granted several upper o
Midwest Native Amerlcan Bards the right to harvest Lake Mille Lacs walleyes based on 4 treaty wrltten ond signed onto In
1837.

The courts ordered the Minresota Department of Natural Resources and the Indian Bands to negotiate a plan that wauld
inchude a shared fishary harvest between sport anglers and Band members. The Band members wene allowed to harvest
Lake Milla Lacs fish, mainly walleyes, above and beyond Minnesota sport angling rules and regulations if they stayed within
acceptabla levisls of “ronsarvition, public safety and publte health”. Exciusive Band harvest rights were based on
“subgigtenca needs”, The shared harvest was 1o be done in an "equitabla” fashion between sport anglers and Tribal
fishermen.

The Minnesata DNR agraad to allowing the Tribal harvest of Lake Mille Lacs wallgyes via the use of gill-nats during the
annual petiod of time the walleyes are congregated In shallow shoreling areas spawning. Spart anglers have never heen
and =il are ot allowed to harvest vulnerable spawhing Lake Mille Lacs walleyes, based on Minnesota regulations put into
place to protect the viabllity of the walleye population. Spawning walleyas, generally, have beer off limits to any farm of
harvest in Minnesota far irany decades, unkil the Tribal harvest was allowed to includs the spawning season at Lake Mille
Lacs using gillnets as the main wholesale method for their wallaya harveat. For over a detéde, miles of Tribal gill-nats have
peen kiling up to 65 tons of spawning walleyes each spring at Lake Mille Lacs, Many «f which go unaccounted for, Many of
which begome wanton waste.

Rased on anrual Lake Mille Lacs walleye population surveys doné by the Minnesoka DNR fisheries managers, vanious
aspects of the Lake Mille Lacs walleye population have been heading in a negative direction since the: Tribal harvest was &
part of the overall annual walleye harvest. In the fall of 2012, Minnesots DNR walleye population survey numbers af, Lake
Mille Lacs plumimated to a 40 year low. With the overall low numbers of walleyes In oenaral foursd in the 2012 walleye
population survey, a huge imbalance of both gender and size of walleyés were found at an alarmning level, Levels, no doubt
pet the fisheries hinlogists, that need to he brought back Intn balance to insure the walleye population in the future can
again be healthy, getting back to mistorical and stceptable numberd that were consistent for decades bafore the Tritsal
harvest was enacted.
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Wasted Lake Mitle Lacs fish dumped on private property
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